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Image: NICA student Ela Bartilomo, on ropes during Please Hold. Aaron Walker Photography.

Front cover: NICA student Jessie McKibbin. Aaron Walker Photography. 
Design by Blick Creative.
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MISSION
EXCELLENCE

NICA will foster passion, 
creativity, and a high level of 
skill in its graduates who will 
be recognised as inspiring 
circus artists.

INNOVATION

NICA will deliver innovative 
training programs to talented 
students, whose work 
will re-imagine circus 
and provide stimulating, 
evocative and sometimes 
challenging performances.

LEADERSHIP

NICA graduates and staff will 
take a leadership role in shaping 
the Australian circus arts industry.

ACCESS

NICA will provide opportunities 
for a wide range of participants 
in its courses, workshops and 
performance program.

GOALS
	 �Drive excellence and support 

world-class endeavour and 
achievement in the education 
and training of circus artists.

	 Establish a strong 
	 regional, national and 	  	
	 international presence.

	 Build a robust and 
	 sustainable organisation.

	 Build strong relationships 		
	 with industry and the 		
	 wider community.

	 Develop strong academic 	
 	 foundations that support 		
	 a research culture and ensure 	
 	 quality in education and training.

VIS ION
NICA will be an internationally 
renowned Australian Centre of 
Excellence in education, training, 
performance and research in 
contemporary circus.

Image: NICA student Amanda Lee. Aaron Walker Photography. Image (Top Right): NICA student Ashleigh Roper performing in third year showcase Circosis. Aaron Walker Photography.
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Image: NICA student Harley Timmermans. Aaron Walker Photography.Image: NICA student Ian Richardson. Aaron Walker Photography.

The academic year is always a full 

program of activities and special 

events. It is often not until you witness 

a performance that you can truly 

appreciate the sheer effort put in by our 

student body and the NICA staff. It has 

been my great privilege to attend all 

the NICA public performances of 2017. 

As Chair of the NICA Board, I invite you 

to read the following pages and enjoy 

the highlights and images of our circus 

students hard at work honing their skills 

as they progress through their studies. 

There were also a number of special 

international projects throughout 2017. 

Through the endeavours of Mr Lu Guang 

Rong OAM, Director (International 

Engagement), NICA participated in a 

number of presentations at international 

conferences and established plans  

for exchange opportunities for 2018. 

NICA Performance Coordinator, 

Zebastian Hunter, travelled to Beijing 

International Arts School to direct a 

student performance as part of a new 

exchange initiative between the two 

organisations. Dr Jenny Game-Lopata 

presented her paper, The Blood Vote,  

at the Progressive Connexions 

Conference in Vienna, Sports Doctor 

Dr Kathy Yu visited Montreal to 

collaborate on circus injury research. 

These activities and connections augur 

well for expanding NICA’s reach and 

strengthening its international standing. 

With the support of the Board, this 

year NICA embarked on a multi-year 

capital redevelopment project. We 

have seen an extension of our footprint 

I am delighted to present 
the 2017 Annual Report 
for the National Institute of 
Circus Arts (NICA). This has 
been a year of significant 
progress and achievement.

on Green Street, Prahran with the 

refurbishment of the staffing area and 

the addition of a two storey purpose-

built storage area allowing us to 

relinquish the leased premises nearby. 

The convenience and future financial 

savings that the completion of stage 

one and two has achieved will stand 

NICA in good stead for the future and 

allow it to continue to produce world 

class, elite circus artists. The continued 

support of NICA’s operations by 

Swinburne University of Technology will 

enable further investment in facilities 

for NICA over the coming years.

I would like to thank the current 

Board Directors: Ms Fiona Schutt and 

Professor Kim Vincs and Company 

Secretary Emma Lincoln for their 

attention to detail in providing sound 

governance for NICA. In addition, 

I would like to acknowledge the 

significant contribution and years of 

service provided by the outgoing 

Chair of the Board Professor Jennelle 

Kyd, Board Director Professor 

Robbie Robertson, and Company 

Secretary Mr Michael Zhou. 

The Board had a productive year as 

it considered future initiatives for 

the sustainability and growth of the 

organisation. The Board convened a 

panel of experts to consider future 

program development options for 

NICA. We were also proud to approve 

the delivery of the newly re-accredited 

Bachelor of Circus Arts for 2018. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 

sincerely thank the Pratt Foundation, the 

Green Family Trust, the Saunders  

Family, and the City of Stonnington  

for their generous support in 2017.  

Their funding supported students  

in their professional projects, assisted 

with travel costs for international study 

tours and supported our community 

Youth Circus Finale. It also enabled 

NICA to bring international expertise to 

Melbourne for artistic direction of shows 

and masterclasses and allowed NICA to 

purchase new equipment to expand our 

short course offerings. Our relationship 

with these families and organisations is 

very much valued and appreciated. 

Without the hard work and exceptional 

dedication of the NICA staff that 

work tirelessly to create an amazing 

experience for the students, none 

of these activities would have been 

FROM THE CHAIR
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possible. In particular, I would like to 

acknowledge the exceptional leadership 

of Rose Stephens, the Executive 

Director of NICA, for her support to the 

Board and her dedication to NICA.

I do hope you enjoy reading this 

report which provides details of NICA’s 

activities including shows and projects 

in what was a busy, but fruitful year.

Thank you to all who contributed 

to the report and a big thank you 

to all the staff who worked so hard 

to make 2017 a rewarding year.

Mr David Coltman

Chair of the Board,  
National Institute of Circus Arts

Deputy Vice Chancellor Pathways 
and Vocational Education, Swinburne 
University of Technology

NICA  ANNUAL REPORT 2017
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The following pages describe in detail 

another successful year: performance 

highlights, news about our community 

outreach programs, international and 

national projects, graduate destinations 

and a range of events of special mention. 

NICA is grateful to Swinburne University 

of Technology for its continued support 

in 2017. In particular, I would like to 

thank the University for implementing a 

new heating system in the Sidney Myer 

Studio, which keeps our students not 

only warm, but at less risk of injury over 

winter. The University also generously 

provided funding support through both 

Study Abroad and the Higher Education 

Participation and Partnerships Program 

(HEPPP), which enabled NICA to provide 

study tours to Moscow and Montreal, 

and continue its work with outreach 

programs and disadvantaged youth.

We were again well supported by the 

local and national circus industry with 

workshops, masterclasses, industry 

panel meetings and critiques for our 

graduating students. We also welcomed 

visiting directors and participated in a 

number of internships for our staff and 

students. In particular, I send a big thank 

you to Circus Oz for supporting our 

students with an internship opportunity 

and collaborating on the BLAKflip 

program (a project for indigenous 

students developed by Circus Oz). 

Once again, we attended the Mullum 

Festival and thank Spaghetti Circus 

for the internship opportunities. These 

are wonderful experiences for the 

students as they immerse in real life work 

environments. I would also like to thank 

the Flying Fruit Fly Circus (FFFC) for its 

continued support of our programs and 

the generosity of the interstate schools 

who host our audition tour each year. 

As NICA continues to deliver high level 

training in circus arts, we are delighted to 

report that our graduates are obtaining 

secure contracts both nationally and 

internationally. They are taking lead roles 

in Cirque du Soleil, Circa, Circus Oz 

and Dragone Productions (to name a 

few). Two 2017 graduates were offered 

long term contracts in China, and one 

graduate has already departed to 

Montreal for a Cirque du Soleil contract. 

Others have taken up roles in Circus 

Oz, Circa and some have commenced 

the festival circuit with their own 

creations. We wish the class of 2017 

all the very best for their careers.

Our Alumni Refresh Program which was 

launched in 2016 has seen a resurgence 

of alumni coming back to visit, train 

and interact with our students. Some 

are rehearsing new work, some are 

keeping fit whilst in between contracts 

or on leave, and some are assisting 

us as trainers in the NICA mainstream 

programs. We are pleased that the 

connection to their Alma Mater is 

strong and that our current students 

can benefit from their expertise.

With the successful reaccreditation of 

the degree program, a flurry of work to 

be ready for 2018 delivery occurred. 

I would like to thank our Academic 

Leader, Dr. Jenny Game-Lopata for 

her dedication to task. The program 

has reorganised student workload to a 

more manageable level and introduced 

a new music elective. We look forward 

to implementing the program in 2018.

I was pleased to be able to attend 

both FEDEC (European Federation 

of Professional Circus Schools, of 

which NICA and the Canadian schools 

Image (Top Right): NICA Student Emily Chilvers. Aaron Walker Photography.

Image: NICA Student 
Katherine Martin. 
Photo by Aaron Walker 
Photography.

The 2017 NICA Annual 
Report records the many 
highlights and successes 
that moved us further 
towards the realisation of 
the NICA Strategic Plan 
2017 – 2022. With the 
support of the NICA Board 
and the NICA community, 
2017 saw continued 
consolidation of resources 
and a strong position both 
within the industry and 
the international arena. I 
thank everyone involved in 
facilitating and supporting 
these achievements.

FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE  
DIRECTOR 
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in Montreal and Quebec are also 

members) conferences in Madrid, Spain 

and Auch, France. It was a delight that 

NICA was invited to perform in Auch. The 

student/graduate performance was a 

highlight of this international event with 

much positive feedback. This particular 

group really raised the bar and they 

were superlative representatives of 

what is possible, even as far away as 

Australia! One Fell Swoop Circus is a 

company formed by graduates and 

current students and has presented 

at Gasworks and the various Australian 

Fringe Festivals. I was very proud to 

escort this troupe and listen to them 

speak in a very public feedback session 

after the performance. It was also a 

confirmation that what we are doing at 

NICA is world standard at this level.

Our achievements would not be 

possible without the dedicated trainers 

and the many independent artists 

and NICA graduates who contributed 

to a successful 2017. I also wish to 

acknowledge the staff who maintain 

sound business systems and quality 

assurance, and the staff behind 

the scenes, all of whom deserve a 

huge thank you. I wish to express my 

gratitude to all for another productive 

year with many more to come.

Rose Stephens 
NICA Executive Director

NICA  ANNUAL REPORT 2017
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JANUARY

Four students from the new 2016 
Accelerated Teen Circus Short Course 
program entered into NICA’s Certificate III 
and Certificate IV programs. One student 
will be continuing into the first year of the 
Bachelor Degree program in 2018.

International students from Melbourne 
University participated in team-building 
workshops as part of their orientation week 
activities, for the sixth year running.

FEBRUARY

During February 2017 NICA Performance 
Coordinator Zebastian Hunter travelled 
to Beijing International Arts School to 
direct a student performance as part of 
a new exchange initiative between the 
two organisations. 

MARCH

Two NICA students undertook an internship 
with Sandfly Circus (Theatre Kimberley) and 
Yiramalay — Wesley Studio School in WA; 
conducting workshops in Broome and the 
Fitzroy Valley Community in the Kimberley.

APRIL

NICA invited performing arts school 
Patrick Studios Australia to ‘Dance 
into Circus’ on Saturday 8 April as 
part of International World Circus Day 
celebrations around the world. 

MAY

NICA student Harley Mann 
participated in the Circus Oz BLAKflip 
production, Chasing Smoke. 

JUNE

NICA partnered with Australia’s leading 
institute for education and training in the 
dramatic arts, the National Institute of 
Dramatic Arts (NIDA), on the production 
of Eurydike + Orpheus in Sydney.

NICA participated in the ARTS8 (Australian 
Roundtable for Arts Training Excellence) 
collaborative performance project — 
Embodied Country, hosted in 2017 by 
the National Aboriginal Islander Skills 
Development Association (NAISDA). 

NICA presented Circosis: Left Brain, 
Right Brain (Circus Showcase) 15 – 24 
June 2017 directed by Kate Fryer. 

JULY

Supported by the Higher Education 
Participation and Partnerships  
Program (HEPPP), NICA first year  
student Benton Adam-Walker and  
Social and Community Circus Coordinator 
Andrea Ousley travelled to Kuranda to 
work with Blackrobats Indigenous youth 
circus troupe and deliver workshops 
to young people in the local area.

NICA hosted a training and curriculum 
planning visit from WA Circus School. 

NICA hosted staff and students from NIDA 
for a creative development workshop 
for writers, directors and performers. 

Ten second-year students and two staff 
members undertook a study tour to 
Las Vegas, Montreal and Quebec. This 
study tour was generously supported 
by the Richard Pratt International 
Creative Development Fund with added 
support from Swinburne Abroad. 

NICA second year student Emily Chilvers 
was selected as part of an international 
circus collaboration project hosted 
by Ecole de Cirque de Quebec, Mats 
et Cordages (Tall Ships project). Ten 
students from ten countries and ten 
different circus schools participated.

Two third year Bachelor Degree students 
completed a week-long internship with 
Circus Oz, giving them the opportunity 
to train alongside the cast of Model 
Citizens and perform their showcase 
acts for the big top audience.

AUGUST

NICA Certificate IV students won the 
Gasworks Circus Showdown 2017 with 
their show Social Staples: a contemporary 
circus show that uses food staples to 
mirror the basic elements in society.

NICA Social and Community Circus 
Coordinator Andrea Ousley and first 
year student Tomas Correia headed six 
hours out of Alice Springs to Kintore to 
be part of the Red Dust Healthy Living 
Program, offering teacher support in the 
classroom, conducting circus workshops 
and helping to build a community garden. 

SEPTEMBER

NICA Short Courses provided circus 
trainers for the ANZ Bank Family Fun Day 
at their Docklands headquarters. The 
1,000+ attendees were also entertained by 
performers from the CircaNICA Agency. 

NICA hosted the talented Indigenous 
BLAKflip artists for a day of specialised 
training masterclasses on campus. 

Students and staff attended two 
international circus festivals in Moscow 
— the Nikulin and Idol Circus Festivals, 
and toured the Moscow Circus School 
with native speaker and NICA Second 
Year Coordinator, Vasily Ivanov as guide.

Final year student, Maya Tregonning, was 
offered the opportunity to work with 
Circus MAXIMA, Australia's newest and 
freshest professional circus company. 

NICA second year students 
presented their show, Precipice.

NICA Bachelor of Circus Arts units 
revised and put before the Course 
Advisory Committee for discussion 
and successful re-accreditation.

OCTOBER

NICA performed at the European 
Federation of Professional Circus Schools 
(FEDEC) CIRCLE Program (11th edition) in 
France as part of the Circa Festival. One 
Fell Swoop Circus, comprised of current 
students and graduates, presented a 30 
minute excerpt of their piece By a Thread.

Mr Xue Jing Jing retired from teaching at 
NICA after 18 years with the organisation. 
He was presented with a newly created 
NICA medal, which will become a tradition.

NICA sent Emily Hughes, First Year 
Coordinator and trainer, and four student 
interns to the Mullum Circus Festival to 
learn stagecraft, sound production, event 
management, teaching and community 
circus skills. 

NICA Certificate III and IV in Circus Arts’ 
performance “showings” were presented 
to an audience of family and friends.

NOVEMBER

NICA presented their final public 
performance for the year, Please Hold, 
directed by Kate Champion. 

NICA first year students presented their 

performance “showing” to family and friends.

DECEMBER

NICA Short Courses’ Youth Circus Finale 
Tumble in the Jungle took place, involving 180 
participants and an audience of over 500. 

NICA final year students graduated with a 
Bachelor of Circus Arts. Of the graduates, 
five had begun as participants in NICA’s 
Short Course programs.

NICA’s Director (International Engagement) 
Mr Lu Guang Rong, OAM featured in 45 
Years, 45 Stories: an initiative of the Australian 
Government through the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade, sharing stories 
from Australian and Chinese perspectives 
that speak to the breadth and depth of the 
friendship between our peoples.

NICA established a ‘Friends of NICA’ 
program and launched a fundraising page 
to support three new initiatives in 2018: 
the Elevate Indigenous Scholarship, the 
Student Hardship Fund, and the Social 
Circus Outreach Fund.

Academic Leader Jenny Game-Lopata 
travelled to Vienna to present an academic 
paper on an exciting new circus opera 
The Blood Vote at the Progressive 
Connexions Conference.

Two stages of the NICA building works 
Master Plan were completed: renovating 
the office spaces and completing an 
equipment storage facility with set 
construction workshop. 

Image (Left to right): Second year ensemble Precipice. Aaron Walker Photography; NICA student Latonya Wigginton performing in third year showcase 
Circosis. Aaron Walker Photography; Third year NICA student Sarah Berrell performing in Please Hold. Aaron Walker Photography.

H IGHLIGHTS 
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ACADEMIC  
PROGRAMS 2017

CERTIFICATE III  
IN CIRCUS ARTS
NICA’s Vocational Education programs 

are continuing to thrive. Four Certificate 

III students gained places in the 

Certificate IV program. Other outcomes 

for recent graduates include positions 

in social circus, cabaret, roving work 

as well as roles in fringe festival 

productions throughout Australia. 

DANCE & MUSICAL 
THEATRE 
In 2017 NICA continued to auspice 

vocational education programs for 

Patrick Studios Australia and Spectrum 

Dance. Patrick Studios Australia (PSA) 

moved into new facilities on High Street 

in Prahran installing new sprung floors 

and mirrors. They also introduced a 

Certificate IV in Musical Theatre course.

PSA theatre director Andrew 

Hallsworth choreographed the return 

of the musical Priscilla as well as the 

Australian premieres of the musicals 

Muriel’s Wedding, Dream Lover and 

Assassins. Recent PSA graduates found 

employment as leads in touring musicals 

including: Priscilla, Wizard of Oz, Dream 

Lover, The Bodyguard, Singing in the 

Rain, Brigadoon, Hello Dolly, We will Rock 

You and the Hugh Jackman Arena Tour.  

In addition, graduates performed with 

Katy Perry at the Arias and internationally 

on Broadway, in Paris, Korea, the United 

Arab Emirates and on cruise lines.

PSA Academy high school dance 

students have also excelled scoring 

fourth, thirteenth and fifteenth in the 

state for top marks in VCE Dance. 

Similarly, Distance Education Victoria 

issued academic excellence certificates 

to three students. 

BACHELOR OF  
CIRCUS ARTS
In 2017 NICA Academic Leader 

Jenny Game-Lopata oversaw the 

review and reaccreditation of the 

Bachelor of Circus Arts. Following the 

reaccreditation of the Bachelor of 

Circus Arts, work began on building 

the new units for 2018. As part of 

the process, and in compliance with 

Swinburne’s standards, Dr. Game-Lopata 

facilitated a substantive shift toward 

blended learning methodologies using 

the University’s Learning Management 

System (LMS), Blackboard. The new 

learning designs will be further 

developed and enhanced in the latter 

half of 2018 in readiness for a move to 

Swinburne’s new LMS in 2019, Canvas. 

Trainer Ludwig Schukin attended 

professional development workshops 

with internationally renowned clown, 

physical theatre artist and pedagogue 

Giovanni Fusetti as part of the revision 

of NICA’s clowning programs.

CERTIFICATE IV IN  
CIRCUS ARTS
Alongside their training program 

students undertaking the Certificate 

IV in Circus Arts benefited from a 

range of performance and educational 

opportunities including an excursion 

to view the Circus Collection 

at the Arts Centre Melbourne, a 

professional performance showing 

for friends and family and a Lord 

of the Flies Dance workshop 

together with first year students.

An indicator of student satisfaction 

and teaching success was the 

high level of skills exhibited by 

Certificate IV students, with twelve 

offered places in the Bachelor of 

Circus Arts degree for 2018.

A successful Australian audition tour 

also saw NICA build a strong pool of 

Certificate IV students due to  

commence in 2018.

Image: NICA Class of 2017. Aaron Walker Photography.

50 
Certificate II in Dance

44 
Certificate III in Dance

58 
Certificate IV in Dance

51 
Diploma of Musical Theatre

9 
Certificate III in Circus Arts

29 
Certificate IV in Circus Arts

A total of 104 circus arts students.

A total of 203 dance students.
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STUDENT NUMBERS
Student numbers (including  

returning students):

PRESENTATION DAY
On Monday 11th December the NICA 

community gathered to celebrate three 

years of intensive training by the class of 

2017. The achievements of teachers and 

students from all year levels were also 

celebrated as part of the proceedings.

The keynote address was delivered by 

Professor Linda Kristjanson, AO, Vice 

Chancellor, Swinburne University of 

Technology. Professor Kristjanson, AO is 

a great supporter of NICA and attends 

all of NICA’s public performances.

Final year student Maya Tregonning 

delivered an entertaining speech 

reflecting on her time at NICA, including 

some of the more memorable in-jokes. 

Tully Fedorowjstch (NICA graduate 

2003) also performed an impressive 

Meteors’ manipulation routine. 

AWARDS FOR 
OUTSTANDING STUDENT 
ACHIEVEMENT
Industry Awards

Circus Oz Excellence and Innovation 

Award

Jonathan Morgan 

Circus Oz Spirit of Collaboration Award

Maya Tregonning

Absolute Physiotherapy Award for 

Excellence in Anatomy and Physiology

Tomas Correia

NICA Academic Excellence Awards

Certificate III in Circus Arts Award 

Grace Robbins

Certificate IV in Circus Arts Award

Evette Clayton

VE Coordinator Award

Annie Cox

Bachelor of Circus Arts First Year Award

Georgia Webb

Bachelor of Circus Arts Second 

Year Award

Liam Dummer

Kostya Ibraguimov Memorial Award 

for Perseverance and Striving for 

Excellence

Ian Richardson

NICA Artistic Excellence Award

Harley Timmermans

NICA Dux Award

Emily Gare

SWINBURNE UNIVERSITY  
OF TECHNOLOGY 
FACULTY OF HEALTH ARTS 
AND DESIGN AWARDS
Sir Rupert Hamer Award

Stephanie Pick

Best All Round Student

Maya Tregonning

Most Improved Student

Jordan Hensley-Twartz

Teacher of the Year Award

Alexander Gullan

Image: NICA student Isaac Lawry. Aaron Walker Photography.
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24 
First Year Bachelor of Circus Arts

19 
Second Year Bachelor of Circus Arts

23 
Third Year Bachelor of Circus Arts
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INDUSTRY CONNECTIONS 
AND EXCHANGES
Industry connections were again a major 

focus in 2017 with many national and 

international exchanges. NICA has a number 

of enduring relationships within the industry 

that have led to creative collaborations 

in 2017. The enrichment afforded to both 

staff and students through cooperation 

with partnering organisations builds skills, 

inspires and improves teaching programs.

In 2017, NICA:

	 �facilitated internships for students 

and staff with Sandfly Circus in 

Broome, WA; Red Dust Role Models 

in Kintore, Northern Territory; Circus 

MAXIMA Mandurah, WA; Circus Oz in 

Melbourne, VIC, and; Mullum Circus 

Festival in Mullumbimby, NSW

	 �sent students and staff to circus 

festivals in Montreal, Quebec, 

Moscow and Auch where they gained 

valuable industry experience

	 �invited international and national 

performance teaching staff, directors 

and post-graduate students to 

run projects with the students

	 �sent Rose Stephens, Executive 

Director, to attend the annual 

FEDEC Conference in Madrid

	 �sent NICA Head of Circus Studies 

James Brown and Performance 

Coordinator Zebastian Hunter, to Kiev 

to attend an international performing 

arts technology conference

	 �sent clowning trainer Ludwig Schukin to 

the National Institute for Dramatic Arts 

(NIDA) for a two week teaching residency

	 �supported a student group in 

the Gasworks circus showdown 

who went on to win first prize

	 �hosted the following groups 

at NICA for workshops; Circus 

WA, Blakflip and NIDA.

INTERNATIONAL  
STUDY TOURS
In 2017 NICA organised two 
international study tours for 

students in the degree program:

Ten second-year students and two 

staff members undertook a study 

tour to Las Vegas, Montreal and 

Quebec, in June and July 2017.

Starting in Las Vegas the group 

feasted on circus shows including, 

Cirque du Soleil’s “O” and The Beatles 

LOVE at the Mirage. From there, they 

travelled to Quebec and participated 

in training with performers from the 

acclaimed troupe 7 Fingers and 

at the Quebec circus school. 

The group attended the Montreal 

Circus Festival where they watched 

performances, met artists and 

participated in a broad range of 

activities. While there, the group saw 

the following shows: The Caravan 

Broke Down, Rouge, Entre Nous, 

L’Heure Magique, TABARNAK by Cirque 

Alfonse, Ambiance Musicale, Mercier 

Complètement Cirque and Il N’est Pas 

Encore Minuit by Compagnie XY. 

This study tour was generously 

supported by the Richard Pratt 

International Creative Development 

Fund with added support 

from Swinburne Abroad.

Also supported by the Richard 

Pratt International Creative 

Development Fund, two third-year 

students, a graduate and three 

NICA staff members undertook a 

study tour to Moscow, Russia.

Students had an amazing experience 

attending the Nikulin and Idol circus 

festivals. The Nikulin International 

Circus Festival is oriented towards 

children and youth and has two 

different prizes for each category.

The Idol Festival is conducted at  

the Moscow Bolshoi Circus and is  

for professional circus performers.  

Both festivals are held in September  

so it was a great opportunity to 

experience and compare both,  

side-by-side. The festivals attract  

the best circus performers from  

around the world including Russia, 

China, Canada, USA, Germany, Spain 

and Bulgaria to name a few. Their juries 

included members from China, Russia 

and Princess Stephanie of Monte Carlo.  

At both international festivals students 

observed amazing circus acts, giving 

them an insight into the international 

circus industry standards. 

Students also appreciated the 

opportunity to tour the Moscow  

Circus School and Rose Stephens  

had a productive discussion  

with the General Manager and 

Art Director, Valentina Savina. 

This study tour provided third-year 

students with an invaluable insight into 

how different cultures approach and 

deliver performances to the public. This 

knowledge will assist them in developing 

into informed and versatile artists.

WORKSHOPS AND 
PRESENTATIONS

Industry presentations connect the 

NICA community with practicing 

artists and provide an opportunity 

for students and staff to engage with 

artists about the creation of their 

work, the global circus landscape and 

employment opportunities. Workshops 

are designed to inspire creative 

exploration of various apparatus 

and promote the development of 

original cutting edge artistry, in both 

performance and act creation.

During 2017, a number of national 

and international artists delivered 

workshops and presentations to 

NICA students. They included:

MARCH

	 �Sean Kempton, UK based 

clown — an insightful foray 

into the world of clowning 

	 Loic Marques (Master Trainer at 	  	

	 Flying Fruit Fly Circus) — teaching the 	

 	 students new wall trampoline skills and 	

 	 techniques over four thrilling sessions

JULY

	 �Jess Love, NICA graduate — now 

based in the UK, hula hoop, 

manipulation and skipping 

expert, Jess demonstrated 

her latest skills to students

AUGUST

	 �Jess Ward, NICA gradate 

presented a riveting talk about 

creating and touring with Cirque 

du Soleil’s show, Toruk

NOVEMBER

	 �Lewis West, NICA graduate — 

sharing unique and creative 

tumbling styles and techniques

Me

S

B

Mu

F

A

C

Melbourne, VIC 

National Institute of Circus 

Arts (NICA)

Sydney, NSW 

Aerialize

Brisbane, QLD 

Flipside Circus

Mullumbimby, NSW 

Spaghetti Circus

Freemantle, WA 

WA Circus School

Adelaide, SA 

Cirkidz

Canberra, ACT 

Warehouse Circus

AUDITIONS
A total of 43 young people were 

successful in gaining entry into the 

first year of the Bachelor of Circus 

Arts, the Certificate III in Circus Arts 

or Certificate IV in Circus Arts in 2017. 

Applicants came from the USA and 

across Australia.

Image: NICA student 
Jack Wilde. Aaron 
Walker Photography.

AUDITION TOUR

Image: NICA student Liam Dummer in Precipice. 
Aaron Walker Photography.
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PRECIPICE
20 – 23 September 
NICA National Circus Centre

Co-directed by Zebastian Hunter and 

Meredith Kitchen

Interrogating the impermanence of time, 

physical and psychological senses, 

Precipice showcased the skills of 19 

second year NICA students guided by 

world-class trainers. They presented 

spectacular solo and duo acts 

including Roue Cyr, group acrobatics, 

handstands, adagio, unicycle, juggling, 

aerial rope, diablo, head trapeze and 

invented the new apparatus “spindle”. 

Audience numbers 

1,080 Spectators

The performers’ strengths and 
skills have been seamlessly 

woven into the fabric of this 
performance to take the 
audience on a journey of 
discovery that is often times 
challenging and dark but 
with a sense of wonder and 
humour delicately balanced.”

Samantha Webb, 

Dance Life, 

20 September 

CIRCOSIS: LEFT BRAIN, 
RIGHT BRAIN 
SHOWCASE 2017

15 – 24 June 

NICA National Circus Centre

Directed by Kate Fryer

The phenomenal imagination, 

athleticism and humour of Australia’s 

next generation of circus talents were 

showcased in Circosis: Left Brain, 

Right Brain, a two-part production. 

Set in a world where obsession is 

the norm, the graduate showcase 

performances ranged from the poignant 

and evocative, to the flamboyant 

and outright absurd. Acts included 

Straps, Chinese pole, Rope, Roue Cyr, 

Juggling, Hand Balancing and more, 

performed to industry experts and 

general public audiences alike.

Audience numbers 

1,888 Spectators

To wind up the night the 
performers came together 
in their doctors’ uniforms for 
an exciting finale — capping 
off an incredible evening 
from the up-and-coming 
circus talent in Australia.”

Leeor Adar, 
Theatre Press, 
19 June

CERTIFICATE IV 
IN CIRCUS ARTS 
“SHOWING”, A SHOWING 
CALLED STEPHEN
26 – 27 October 
NICA Movement Studio

Directed by Debra Batton

An organic new performance through 

an improvisational structure that 

incorporated elements of text-based 

theatre, poetry, dance, acrobatics, 

aerial and ground circus disciplines.

PERFORMANCE     PROGRAM 2017
PLEASE HOLD
23 November – 3 December 
NICA National Circus Centre

Directed by Kate Champion with 

Associate Director Meredith Kitchen

Please Hold showcased the incredible 

and diverse skills of NICA’s final year 

circus artists: from competitive hand 

balancing and intricately coordinated 

tumbling, to extreme flexibility and 

highly tuned acrobatics. The show 

investigated the impulse that drives 

these young adults to shun a 'normal' 

life in pursuit of something rare and 

exceptional: a career in circus.

Audience numbers 

1,737 Spectators

CERTIFICATE III IN 
CIRCUS ARTS “SHOWING”
17 October 
NICA Movement Studio

Facilitated by Andrea Ousley & Brett Franzi

Playing with the idea of love, the 

students worked largely as an 

ensemble, developing movement 

around each ‘solo’ act, using the music 

to help create the concept and feel of 

each piece. 

Image: NICA Student Amanda Lee in Please Hold. 
Aaron Walker Photography. 

Image: NICA students Piri 
Goodman and Ela Bartilomo 
for Circosis. Aaron Walker 
Photography. Design by 
Blick Creative.

16

BACHELOR OF CIRCUS 
ARTS FIRST YEAR 
“SHOWING”, THE 
ORDINARY AND THE 
EXTRAORDINARY 
2 – 3 November 
NICA Movement Studio

Directed by Debra Batton

First year students presented  

The Ordinary to the Extraordinary to 

an audience of family and friends. 

The performance focused on an artist 

led creative process, questioning 

the expectations of the circus and 

subverting these through ensemble 

circus work, dance, manipulation, 

acrobatic and aerial acts. Layered 

in tones of pink, the students sang, 

danced and presented their circus 

acts under a canopy of umbrellas.

17NICA.COM.AU
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BLACKROBATS
Kuranda, QLD 

7 – 15 July

The Blackrobats Indigenous community 

circus group relies on donations of time 

and money to run seasonal meet-ups 

and prepare shows, so it was a pleasure 

for NICA to provide skills support to 

the group in 2017. Together, Social 

and Community Circus Coordinator 

Andrea Ousley and first year student 

Benton Adam-Walker offered skills 

development, social circus training  

and youth workshops. 

The focus of the program was very 

much on social circus themes of trust, 

perseverance, teamwork, safe risk 

taking and community values. The trip 

was followed by two participants, Kiara 

Barns-Riley and Ali Hodges, attending 

NICA’s pre-audition workshop in 

Melbourne with a view to undertaking 

tertiary study in circus.

TALL SHIPS
Quebec, Canada 
18 – 30 July

An exciting highlight of 2017 was the 

selection of NICA second year student 

Emily Chilvers as a participant in the Tall 

Ships Project hosted by Ecole de Cirque 

de Quebec, Mats et Cordages (Tall Ships 

project). Inspired by the circus world 

and the arrival of tall ships at the Port of 

Québec, the ÉCQ initiated two creative 

residencies on the subject of rigging 

equipment which is common to navigation 

and the circus. The results were then 

presented three times a day, on the banks 

of the river, by two crews comprised  

of 10 students, from 10 countries,  

trained in 10 different circus schools. 

RED DUST ROLE 
MODELS PROGRAM
SKintore, NT 

13 – 19 August

NICA was delighted to reconnect with Red 

Dust Role Models again in 2017 to provide 

an outreach program for junior and senior 

children at Yirara College, Kintore Campus, 

an Indigenous School in Alice Springs, 

Northern Territory.

NICA Social and Community Circus 

Coordinator, Andrea Ousley, together with 

NICA student Tomas Correia, assisted in 

the delivery of the Healthy Living Program. 

Working with the community they delivered 

circus workshops and built a veggie 

garden to assist with the provision of fresh 

food in this very remote community.

BLAKFLIP
Melbourne, VIC 
21 September

Over the past five years the BLAKflip 

program has provided a pathway  

for talented Indigenous performers  

to be identified, mentored and 

supported as potential members of the 

CircusOz ensemble. 

In 2017 NICA was extremely excited to 

deliver masterclasses to the Blackflip 

artists covering a range of techniques, 

some of which were completely new  

to the group. 

MULLUM FESTIVAL 
OUTREACH
Mullumbimby, QLD 
22 Sept – 2nd October, 2017

Mullum Circus Festival runs every other 

year and is a significant event in the 

circus calendar. With over 100 artists, 

10 stages and 3 days of performance, 

training and community circus activities, 

NICA supports the festival with training 

staff and student interns. In 2017, 

NICA sent Emily Hughes, First Year 

Coordinator and aerial trainer, and four 

student interns to learn stagecraft, 

sound, event management, teaching and 

community circus. Mullum Circus Festival 

is about a connection between people 

and the land, our art and each other. 

Mullum Festival provides an outreach 

opportunity that feeds our students 

as much as it feeds the community 

who attend.

CIRCLE PROJECT
Auch, France 
22 – 27 October 

The FEDEC CIRCLE Project is presented 

annually as part of the Circa Festival: 

a festival of contemporary circus held 

in the town of Auch, France. A number 

of high profile international shows are 

presented during the Circa Festival in an 

intensive week of circus activity. 

NICA was thrilled to be selected to 

perform in 2017, and current students 

and graduates travelled to the festival 

to present their inventive circus work, 

By a Thread. Directed by graduates 

Charice Rust and Jonathan Morgan, the 

performance explored the relationship 

between trust and play, on an innovative 

aerial apparatus.

SANDFLY CIRCUS 
(THEATRE KIMBERLEY) 
AND YIRAMALAY/WESLEY 
STUDIO SCHOOL
Broome and Fitzroy Valley, WA 
25 March – 9 April

NICA was thrilled to continue the 

relationship with these organisations in 

2017 and build upon previous community 

outcomes. In March, students Liam 

Dummer and Georgia Deguara set off 

for an internship with Sandfly Circus 

(Theatre Kimberley) and Yiramalay — 

Wesley Studio School, accompanied 

by NICA Social and Community Circus 

Coordinator Andrea Ousley. 

The focus of the 2017 collaboration with 

Sandfly Circus was to assist with pre-

development workshops for Sandfly’s 

annual showcase, Come Fly With Us. 

NICA also offered skills development for 

trainers, trainee trainers and students. 

At Yirramalay, NICA created a showing 

with the Indigenous students who were 

still in residence over the wet season. 

At Yiramalay, NICA was able to identify 

dance and circus training pathways for 

some of the very talented older girls in 

the program.

NIDA/NICA 
COLLABORATIONS — 
EURYDIKE + ORPHEUS 
AND CREATIVE 
DEVELOPMENT WEEK
Sydney, NSW 
2 – 19 June, 10 – 14 July

NICA was pleased to debut a 

partnership with Australia’s leading 

institute for education and training in 

the dramatic arts, the National Institute 

of Dramatic Arts (NIDA), with the June 

production of Eurydike + Orpheus. The 

show was an ambitious theatrical fusion 

inspired by Ancient Greek mythology.

Then in July NICA was proud to host a 

creative development week where NICA 

students joined forces with NIDA staff, 

student writers and directors to develop 

a series of micro works to be shared 

and performed to the group at the end 

of the week. 

ARTS8 COLLABORATION 
— EMBODIED COUNTRY
Gosford, NSW 
16 – 18 June

In 2017 Zebastian Hunter (NICA 

Performance Coordinator) and students 

Poppy Fairbairn and Zion Martyn 

participated in a collaboration at the 

ARTS8: the Australian Roundtable for 

Arts Training Excellence's Embodied 

Country project.

Hosted at NAISDA Dance College, two 

students and one staff member from 

each of the eight elite arts training 

organisations travelled to Sydney to watch 

the NIDA/NICA performance of Eurydike + 

Orpheus and then travelled up to Gosford 

for a weekend creative residency. 

Together they spent three days devising 

an original work and exploring an 

exchange of each art form with the aim 

of performing the work at the end of 

the project. 

Image: Sandfly Circus, Kimberley. Photo by Meredith Bell.

Image (Right):  
Red Dust Healthy Living. Image by 
Ben McNamara. Featuring Tatiana 
Marinho, Andrea Ousley, second 
year student Tomas Correia and 
workshop participants. NICA has 
obtained special permission to 
use this image for the purposes 
of the NICA donations page and 
Annual Report only.

PROJECTS
In 2017 NICA took part in a number of national and international initiatives.
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TRAINERS
Highly skilled circus professionals teach 

NICA’s recreational classes, workshops, 

private tuition sessions and host 

birthday parties. Our workshop trainers 

are NICA graduates and professional 

circus artists who love to share their 

love of circus with the community. 

Throughout 2017, the Short Course 

office employed 33 NICA graduates and 

students to teach their specialty skills 

including aerials, tumbling, juggling, 

tight wire, trampoline and pole.

SCHOOL HOLIDAY 
PROGRAM
During each school holiday period NICA 

welcomed children from 5–17 years 

into state-of-the-art facilities to enjoy 

fun and active circus workshops. Many 

of the children attending the holiday 

program went on to enrol in term-based 

classes to continue their circus training.

‘Come and Try Circus Day’ events 

were offered four times throughout 

the year for those wanting to find 

out what circus is all about.

WORKSHOPS
NICA hosted 54 birthday parties and 

17 workshops with 2638 participants 

attending throughout 2017 including 

schools, corporate and private groups. 

NICA welcomed back repeat customers 

such as Ararat Primary School (attending 

four times a year since 2013) and The 

University of Melbourne (attending 

twice a year for the last five years). 

Trainers delivered offsite workshops to 

the Stonnington Roola Boola Children’s 

Art Festival, ANZ Bank Head Office 

Docklands, Lauriston Girls School, 

Box Hill High School, Warrnambool 

Springers Gymnastics Club and Alia 

College in Hawthorn.

NICA YOUTH CIRCUS 
FINALE — TUMBLE IN THE 
JUNGLE!
NICA's children’s recreational classes, 

presented two shows in the NICA National 

Circus Centre on Saturday 16 December 

2017. Each show included six to seven 

circus classes and ran for approximately 

60 minutes. Directed and hosted by NICA 

staff members Paula McKaskill and Andrea 

Ousley, Tumble in the Jungle showcased 

170 excited young participants and 

featured students of the Accelerated 

Teen Circus and Teen Tumbling and 

Acrobatics classes.

SHORT COURSE 
PARTICIPANTS ENTERING 
HIGHER EDUCATION
In 2017, Certificate IV accepted five 

participants from the Accelerated Teen 

class. Of the graduating Bachelor Degree 

students in 2017, 12% had participated 

in various short course classes prior to 

entering into full time study.

N ICA IN THE 
COMMUNITY

The Recreational Short 
Course Program attracted 
6535 participants 
throughout 2017 and 
included classes and 
events for children, 
teenagers and adults. Over 
thirty classes were opened 
to the public each term, 
offering opportunities 
to learn and develop 
skills such as contortion, 
handstands, trampoline, 
hula hoops, tissu, tumbling 
and trapeze at all levels.

Images: NICA 2017 Youth 
Circus Finale Tumble in the 
Jungle. Image by Julian 
Meehan Photography.

CITY OF STONNINGTON, 
ROOLA BOOLA 
CHILDREN’S ARTS 
FESTIVAL
One of Melbourne’s most-loved school 

holiday events, the Roola Boola Children’s 

Arts Festival offers free and ticketed 

events for families of 4–12 year olds. 

After selling out in 2016, NICA increased 

its number of circus workshops in the 

2017 Festival. The City of Stonnington 

promoted NICA’s School Holiday Program 

as one of its satellite events. 

THE PRAHRAN CHILD 
AND YOUTH COMMUNITY 
WELLBEING HUB
NICA welcomed back children from the 

Horace Petty Housing Estate as part of 

a social circus program through The 

Prahran Child and Youth Community 

Wellbeing Hub (The Hub), generously 

sponsored by the City of Stonnington. 

In 2017 children took part in a six-month 

program held at the NICA facility with 

a special focus on trampolining in their 

weekly classes.
71 PARTIES &  
WORKSHOPS WERE HOSTED 
BY NICA IN 2017

39% 
Private parties

16% 
School groups

45% 
Corporate groups

26% 
Children’s classes

19% 
Teenage classes

55% 
Adult classes

ON AVERAGE, 32 CLASSES 
WERE OFFERED EACH TERM

21

OF THE 6535 PARTICIPANTS, 
HOW DID THE COMMUNITY 
ENGAGE IN NICA PROGRAMS 
IN 2017?

40% 
Birthday parties 
and workshops

20% 
Holiday programs

16% 
Short course classes

15% 
Open training

8% 
Shows

1% 
Private tuition

Image: NICA 2017 Youth 
Circus Finale Tumble in the 
Jungle. Image by Julian 
Meehan Photography.
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MEDIA 
HIGHLIGHTS
GENERAL
	 �Channel 9’s Today show ran a weather 

cross from NICA’s National Circus 

Centre (27 January)

	 ��The Age featured NICA in their article ‘6 

Reasons to Visit Windsor’ (24 February)

	 ��The Age and Herald Sun both ran 

stories on NICA and Melbourne 

Polytechnic’s new building design, 

which was then syndicated to multiple 

architecture publications (2 March)

	 ��Artshub ran a piece “Why You Need 

Artist Insurance?” featuring a quote 

from Lila Cumming representing NICA 

(25 September)

	 �Dance Australia Magazine ran a feature 

piece on NICA student Poppy Fairbairn 

who made the transition from dance to 

circus (October)

CIRCOSIS: LEFT BRAIN, 
RIGHT BRAIN
	 ��Local newspapers The Northsider  

(18 May) and The Leader (6 June) 

ran pieces on the event. The Leader 

featured a picture of Nelson Smyles 

hoop diving accompanying his interview 

	 ��The Age highlighted Circosis in their 

print event guides (10 & 16 June)

	 ��The Herald Sun featured a photo of Kate 

Martin performing Rolla Bolla (17 June)

	 ��ABC Radio National’s Life Matters 

program interviewed student Latonya 

Wigginton and posted a video of 

Latonya performing hula hoops; also 

posted on the ABC podcast and 

Facebook (22 June)

SOCIAL MEDIA

7,283 
Facebook Likes (an increase 
of 25% from 2016)

668,119  
People saw NICA Facebook 
content (also known as 
Facebook ‘reach’)

110,953 
People engaged with NICA 
on Facebook (includes any 
click on NICA content or 
story created about NICA 
content)

1,780 
Twitter Followers

1397 
Instagram Followers (an 
increase of 135% from 2016)

10,006 
YouTube Views

150+ 
Over 150 recorded media 
mentions across television, 
print, online and social media

MEDIA

MARKETING AND  
COMMUNICATIONS

NATIONAL AUDITIONS
	 ��The Age featured NICA auditions in 

their ‘This Week’ column by Salman 

Rushdie (2 September)

	 ��Channel 9’s Today show sent Chris 

Urquhart to attend NICA’s Sydney 

auditions, featuring an interview with 

NICA’s Head of Circus, James Brown 

(12 September)

	 ��The Age sent a photographer to 

the Melbourne auditions and ran a 

picture of hopeful Maxx Parsons on 

their Instagram Page (24 September)

	 ��Dance Australia previewed the event, 

featuring the show’s promotional 

image (6 October)

PRECIPICE, SECOND-
YEAR ENSEMBLE
	 �Radio 3MBS’ Arts Weekly program 

interviewed student Shay Bowskill  

(9 September)

	 �The Stonnington Leader ran a feature 

story with picture of student Sam 

Whelan and interview with Director 

Zebastian Hunter (12 September)

	 �Melbourne Observer ran an  

feature article previewing the event  

(27 September)

	 �Dance Informa magazine ran a  

preview on the event including the 

promotional image

PLEASE HOLD, 
THIRD-YEAR ENSEMBLE
	 ��The Stonnington Leader ran a feature 

on the show including an interview with 

Director Kate Champion and picture of 

student Kate Martin (13 November)

	 �Radio National’s The Drawing Room 

interviewed Performance Coordinator 

Zebastian Hunter and student Georgia 

DeGuara (28 November)

	 �Triple R Radio’s Smart Arts program 

interviewed Director Kate Champion in 

a long-form interview (28 November)

	 ��The Age ran a ticket giveaway (2 

December) and also highlighted the 

event in their print guide (19 December)

Image: NICA student Emily Chilvers. Image by Aaron Walker Photography.

During 2017 NICA welcomed major television networks, 
national and local newspapers, photographers, bloggers 
and freelance journalists to a range of events and 
training sessions.

NICA continued to expand upon its reach and raise 
brand awareness, securing a diverse range of coverage, 
increasing online reach and debuting a new brand 
style guide across all marketing materials. This year’s 
marketing strategy increased the emphasis on online 
and social media channels, in response to the changing 
manner in which audiences and stakeholders connect 
with organisations.

In 2017 NICA worked with Miranda Brown Publicity and 
would like to thank the team for their hard work on 
several successful campaigns.
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Image: NICA students in second year ensemble, 
Precipice. Photo by Aaron Walker Photography.
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In 2017, CircaNICA secured numerous 
contracts providing artists and creative 
services for corporate functions, private 
parties, educational, community and sporting 
events, creative productions and television. 
CircaNICA has continued to build its 
reputation as an Australian premier supplier 
of contemporary circus entertainment.

Employing both NICA graduates and other circus industry 

professionals, the agency provides roving entertainment, 

feature acts, atmospheric installations, commissioned 

performances and talent management for clients across 

Australia and overseas.

After almost seven years working for CircaNICA, Elizabeth Louden 

departed for a new adventure. NICA would like to thank Liz for all 

her hard work over the years and wish her the best for the future. 

C IRCA 
NICA

SYDNEY COMEDY 
FESTIVAL 
Acrobats Callem Newall, Harley 

Timmermans and Luke Hubbard 

performed pirate themed circus 

acts for the Shipwrecked Gala at 

the Sydney Comedy Festival on 

20 May. Presented at the Sydney 

Town Hall, their acts included aerial 

straps, comedy acrobatics, ladder 

balancing and teeterboard. 

MIDSUMMA PARADE
Swinburne University booked 

CircaNICA’s Giant Love Bunnies to 

march in the Midsumma Pride Parade  

on 29 January 2017. The annual parade 

 is held as part of the Midsumma 

Festival, Victoria's premier queer arts 

and cultural festival.

… The children loved 
their acts and we 
had so much great 
feedback from the 
audience. The whole 
staging and narrative 
concept worked 
beautifully”

— �Olivia, Live Ideas — Sydney 

Comedy Festival (Comedy for 

Kids! Shipwreck Gala, 19–20/5)

Your performers 
on Sunday at the 
Midsumma festival 
were brilliant! They 
were professional, 
brilliant with the 
crowd and made the 
Swinburne team laugh 
the whole way. Thank 
you very much.” 

— �Ami Seabrook, Swinburne 

University of Technology 

CLIENT SECTOR REPORT

21% 
Event Management Agencies & 
Production Companies

37% 
Corporate Clients

10% 
Government 

11% 
Education

4% 
Sport

7% 
Private Clients

7% 
TV & Film 

3% 
NFP & Charities

H IGHLIGHTS

Image: CircaNICA performers Anna Fisher & Jane Schofield.
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Image: CircaNICA 
performers Paul Jones 
& Co. performing at 
Provocaré Festival.

PROVOCARÉ FESTIVAL
CircaNICA provided seven artists for  

the Chapel Street Precinct between  

20–30 July, with artists performing 

acrobatic, fire and stilt acts.

25NICA.COM.AU



NICA  ANNUAL REPORT 2017

26 27NICA.COM.AU

CELEBRITY CRUISES 
CircaNICA secured a six month cruise 

ship contract for 2011 NICA graduate 

Stan Ricketson. He is currently 

performing his aerial straps feature act 

on-board Celebrity Cruises. 

COLIN BIGGERS 
& PAISLEY 
CircaNICA provided podium feature 

acts for law firm Colin Biggers & 

Paisley’s Christmas function at Myer 

Mural Hall on 21 November 2017. 

Performers included a hand-balancer, 

adagio duo and hula hoop artist 

dressed in white and gold Cirque du 

Soleil themed costumes & makeup. 

NAB GALA DINNER
Aerial artists Ellie Nunn and Luke 

Thomas performed a stunning oriental 

themed duo act at NAB’s Gala Dinner. 

Performed at Crown Palladium on 27 

May, the act was part of a collaborative 

dance and circus show produced by 

Patrick Studios.

 TV COMMERCIALS
In September, juggler Byron 

Hutton secured a role in a Belong 

Mobile TV commercial, using his 

manipulation skills to adeptly spin 

mobile phones. 

Also in September, NICA student 

acrobats Ashleigh Roper and 

Nelson West took part in a TV 

commercial for Virgin Australia, 

playing the role of flight attendants. 

CIRCA NICA

Image: CircaNICA performers Poppy & Zion & 
Olivia Watts — Dot Dot Dash — Docklands. Image (Top Right): CircaNICA artists Anna Fisher & Ciara Thorburn at the Swinburne Gala.

Image (Bottom Right): CircaNICA performer Tom Davis performing at Swinburne University Vice Chancellor’s Awards.
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The performers on 
Monday night were 
outstanding. They met 
the brief perfectly and 
created a fantastic 
atmosphere for the 
event… The costuming 
and makeup also 
matched the styling 
for the event and 
made everything feel 
very elegant. Most 
importantly, they were 
friendly and easy to 
deal with”

— Leon Clark, Colin Biggers 

& Paisley

SWINBURNE UNIVERSITY 
VICE CHANCELLOR'S 
AWARDS
On 4 December CircaNICA performers 

delighted the audience at Swinburne 

with their juggling and hand to hand 

feature acts.
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NICA has now produced 
fifteen years of graduates 
from the Bachelor of 
Circus Arts degree course. 
Graduates are highly 
employable, knowledgeable 
and creative. They have 
found careers both nationally 
and internationally.

Here are the highlights of 
what NICA graduates got up 
to in 2017. 

CIRCA
2017 graduates Ella Bartilomo and Luke 

Thomas signed a one year contract  

with Circa, joining numerous NICA alumni 

in the company.

CIRCUS OZ
2016 graduates Lachlan Sukroo, Emily 

Gare and Tara Silcock joined the cast of 

Circus Oz, appearing in their show Model 

Citizens as part of Sydney Festival 2017.

STRUT N’ FRET
2012 graduate Jaimi Luhrmann appeared 

in Blanc de Blanc as a juggler, mime 

artist and clown. 2015 graduate Adam 

O’Connor-McMahon also appeared 

as the main character Spenser in the 

Brisbane season of Blanc de Blanc.

FOSUN GROUP
2017 graduate Harley Timmermans and 

2013 graduate Kate Nelson signed on 

for the new creation Atlantis, directed by 

Guy Carron with choreography by Julie 

Lachance in Sanya, China.e 

DAI SHOW THEATRE
2014 graduate Teame Ersie continued 

his contract as a character and solo 

contortion performer in Dai Show 

Theatre, located in Yunna Province, 

Taiwan, China.

TIME IN SPACE CIRCUS
2017 graduate Amanda Lee appeared in 

The Displaced production as part of the 

Adelaide Fringe Festival.

TONS OF SENSE
2017 graduate Latonya Wigginton has 

started her own company whilst also 

performing for CircaNICA and other 

corporate events.

HEAD FIRST ACROBATICS
2013 NICA graduates Rowan Thomas, 

Callan Harris and Thomas Gorham are 

enjoying national and international success 

with their newly established company 

Head First Acrobats. Receiving five star 

reviews for their shows Elixir and ARRR 

We There Yet?! in Edinburgh, Brighton 

and Sydney. They are currently touring 

multiple casts of their shows featuring 

fellow NICA alumni.

ONE FELL SWOOP CIRCUS
NICA 2016 Graduates Charice Rust and 

Jonathan Morgan created an excerpt of 

their first show By A Thread as part of the 

Gasworks Circus Showdown. Through 

this performance they secured a season 

of the work at Gasworks. They have 

presented their show at numerous Fringe 

Festivals and represented NICA in 2017 in 

Auch, France for the Circa Festival. This 

presentation featured NICA graduates and 

current students including 2016 graduates 

Ryan Darwin, Charice Rust, Jonathan 

Morgan and 2017 graduates Luke Thomas, 

Piri Goodman, and Ela Bartilomo.

FOUR OR MORE CIRCUS
NICA 2017 graduates Maya Tregonnig, 

Ela Bartilomo, Luke Thomas and Riley 

McDonald started forming their company 

during their second year at NICA. During 

2017 they presented at Melbourne and 

Adelaide Fringe Festivals. Following their 

studies they recently presented a new 

version of their show Out of This World as 

part of the Woodford Folk Festival.

GR ADUATES FORMING 
INDEPENDENT COMPANIES

CIRQUE DU SOLEIL
2017 graduate Nelson West is currently 

performing as a hoop diver and back-

up clown in Cirque du Soleil’s LUZIA 

which is touring North America.

I have visited two different 
countries, experienced 
temperatures that range 50 
degrees apart and learnt 
more than I could have ever 
possibly imagined.

My biggest challenge has 
been performing hoop 
diving on the giant treadmill, 
it changes timing and prep 
for each skill. 

Each “dark” day (day off) has 
been filled with adventure, 
seeing what the city has 
to offer. Hiking and sight-
seeing, though most of 
the days start at the gym."

— Nelson West

Image: Head First Acrobatics  
— Rowan Thomas, Callan Harris  
and Thomas Gorham.

Image: One Fell Swoop. 
Aaron Walker Photography.

SPOTLIGHT ON CAREERS
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NICA  
GRADUATE 
DESTINATIONS 
2017

USA/CANADA
Cirque du Soleil, CANADA — Daniel 
Crisp, Nelson West & Jessica Ward

Celebrity Cruises, USA — Stan Ricketson

Cavalia — Montreal, Canada — Will 
Meager (touring internationally)

EUROPE
Austrian National Circus, 
AUSTRIA — Nick Rothlisberger

Chamaleon Theatre / Battle 
Royal GERMANY — Emma 
Serjeant & Jonathon Allingham

Palazzo Dinner Show — 
GERMANY — Elke Uhd

Tumble Circus, IRELAND — 
Angelique Ross

GOP Variete — Theater, 
GERMANY — James Holt

ASIA
MGM Grand Paradise, CHINA 
— Tamika Ball

The Wanda Group, CHINA — 
Teame Earsie & Lucas Simonds

PACIFIC ISLANDS  
& NEW ZEALAND
Circus Aotearoa, NEW ZEALAND 
— Keely Tyler Dowd & Isaac Salter

MIDDLE EAST
Ferrari World, Abu Dhabi UAE 
— Ashleigh Tomasini

AUSTRALIA
4 or More Circus — Ela Bartilomo, Riley 
McDonald, Luke Thomas, Maya Tregonning  
(self-produced — national touring)

One Fell Swoop Circus — Piri Goodman,  
Luke Thomas, Ela Bartilomo, Jonathon Morgan, 
Charice (Charlie) Rust, Ryan Darwin  
(self-produced — national touring)

South Australian Circus Centre — Joshua Hoare

Trash Test Dummies — Thomas McDonald,  
Leigh Rhodes, Jamie Bretman, Simon Wright, 
Jack Coleman.

Circus Arts Australia — Molly Roper

Briefs Factory — Tara Silcock, Thomas Worrell, 
Dylan Rodriguez, Luke Hubbard

Gravity & Other Myths — Lewis West

Head First Acrobats — Thomas Gorham,  
Rowan Thomas, Cal Harris, Luke Hubbard,  
Harley Timmermans

The Element of Consequence — Anna Murray, 
Josie Wardrope, Alyssa Moore, Olivia Watts 
(national touring)

Dislocate — Luke Taylor (national &  
international touring)

Pants Down Circus — Idris Stanton, Joshua 
Phillips, Hannah Cryle & Caz Walsh (national & 
international touring)

Gravity Dolls — Tim Rutty (self-produced)

Casus — Jon Bonaventura, Sarah McDougall, 
Shannon Vitali, Phoebe Carlson (national & 
international touring)

Circa — Ela Bartilomo, Marty Evans, Jarred 
Dewey, Nathan Boyle, Daniel O’Brien, Todd 
Kilby, Gerramy Marsden, Billie Wilson-Coffey, 
Casey Douglas, Brittannie Portelli, Paul O'Keeffe 
(national & international touring)

Company 2 — James Kingsford-Smith,  
Skip Walker-Milne, Casey Douglas

Strut & Fret — Jaimi Luhrmann, Adam 
O'Connor-McMahon

Strange Fruit — Jonathan Campos

NICA — (Executive, teaching, rigging and 
administration)

Circus Oz — Luke Ha, Kyle Raftery, Tara Silcock, 
Lachlan Sukroo, Jarred Dewey, Steph Mouat, 
Mathew Brown

The Fly Factory — Alex Jean

Circus Royale — Katie Martin

Calligraphy Circus — Kate Nelson, Hannah Trott, 
Mark Graham (self-produced)

The Circus Spot — Oliver Versteegen (teaching), 
Dan Rabin

Djuki Mala — Nathan (Jilliy) Barns-Riley  
(touring nationally)

P&O Cruises Guest Workshops — Emma Black 
(nee Shepherd)

Tasmanian Circus School — Adie Delaney

UK
Billy Smarts Circus, WALES — 
Jenny Glowacki

No Fit State Circus, ENGLAND — 
Ella Horner

AFRICA
�Gamo Circus School of Ethiopia, Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia (management & teaching) 
— Sosina Wogayehu
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EDUCATION TEAM

Academic Leader

Dr Jenny Game-Lopata

Head of Circus Studies

James Brown

VE Coordinator

Tegan Carmichael

Performance Coordinator

Zebastian Hunter

Movement Studies Coordinator

Meredith Kitchen

Third Year Coordinator

Aaron Walker 

Second Year Coordinator

Vasily Ivanov

First Year Coordinators

Andrea Ousley and Emily Hughes

Certificate IV Coordinator

Alexander Gullan 

Certificate III Coordinator

Andrea Ousley 

Consultant

Jenni Hillman

Senior Administrator

Catherine Anderson 

Senior Administrator

Jenny Vanderhorst

Administrator

Hannah Trott

CIRCUS TRAINERS

Stephen Burton 

Gang (Charlie) Cheng 

Adam Davis 

Liudmila Druzhina 

Karen Edelenbos

Helene Embling 

Anna Fisher 

Brett Franzi 

Arturo Gomez

Mireille (Mimi) Goyette 

Ella Horner

Martine Howard 

Nathan Jones

Lu Rong 

Christian Schooneveldt-Reid 

Ludwig Schukin 

Siarhei (Serge) Sharapayeu 

Earl Shatford 

Olivia Watts

Julian Wisdom 

Jing Jing Xue

Diana Zhang 

TEACHERS

Anatomy and Physiology

Dr David Munro 

Arts Management

John-Paul Fischbach 

HE Circus History

Dr Rosemary Farrell

Movement Teacher

Jess Smith

Movement Teacher

Mel Stevenson

Performance Teacher

Debra Batton 

Performance Teacher

Ben Sheen

Technical Aspects of Circus

Jamie Hensen 

VE Circus History

Kathryn Niesche

PRODUCTION

Production Manager

Wayne Appleton

Production Manager

Anna Pidgeon

Production Rigger

Andrew Bright

Rigger (Safety and Operations)

Kaleb Hawkins

Director (Showcase)

Kate Fryer

Director (3rd Year Ensemble)

Kate Champion

MEDICAL TEAM

Sports Doctor

Dr Kathy Yu

Sports Psychologist

Jacqui Louder

Physiotherapists

Dr David Munro, 

Penny Dayan, 

Joanna Rashleigh 

Strength and 

Conditioning Coaches

Benji Dutaillis & 

Benjamin Butler-Bonnice

Image: NICA Short Course Coordinator Paula McKaskill. 
Photo by Julian Meehan.

33NICA.COM.AU

NICA 
TEAM
NICA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chair

Mr David Coltman

Directors

Professor Kim Vincs

Ms Fiona Schutt 

Company Secretary 

Emma Lincoln

EXECUTIVE

Executive Director

Rose Stephens

Director (International Engagement)

Mr Guang Rong Lu OAM

Business Manager

Andrew Simpson

Operations Manager 

(Human Resources)

Emily O’Connor

Operations Manager 

(Facilities and Resources) 

Sonya Curry

Executive Officer 

Anne Young

COMMERCIAL AND 
ADMINISTRATION

Marketing & 

Communications Manager

Georgia Mill 

Marketing & 

Communications Coordinator

Lila Cumming

Marketing Assistant

Chloe Simpson

Short Course Coordinator

Paula McKaskill 

CircaNICA Agent

Liz Louden

CircaNICA Agent

Rithi Gupta

Finance Officer

Shashwat Patel 

Administration Assistants

Sophie Winzar, Nicola Phillips,  

Cécile Mairesse, Matthew Hirst
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Image: 2017 Youth Circus Finale — Tumble in the Jungle. 
Image by Julian Meehan Photography.

NICA  ANNUAL REPORT 2017



35NICA.COM.AU

Image: NICA third year students. Photo by Aaron Walker Photography.

NATIONAL

Albury, NSW

	 �Youth Circus Symposium, Flying Fruit  

Fly Circus National Training Project 

(NTP), Flying Fruit Fly Circus

Sydney, NSW

	 �The Australian Circus Festival

	 �NIDA residency — clowning workshops

Adelaide, SA

	 �Adelaide Fringe Festival 

	 �Guest Judge, International Juggling 

Association, IRC Oceania

Melbourne, VIC

	 �Industry Consultation Meeting — 

Performance Program review

	 �Playful Conversations with 

Giovanni Fusett

Canberra, ACT

	 �ARTS8: the Australian Roundtable for  

Arts Training Excellence Meeting

Mullumbimby, NSW

	 �Mullum Circus Festival

INTERNATIONAL

Montreal, Canada

	 �Montreal Circus Festival

�Beijing, China

	 �Directorial residency, Beijing 

International Art School

Kiev, Ukraine

	 �International Performing Arts 

Technology conference

Auch, France

	 �FEDEC Conference and Auch Circle 

Project Student presentation

Vienna, Austria

	 �Presentation, Progressive 

Connexions Conference

Madrid, Spain

	 �FEDEC Conference

Staff and students participated in a number of conferences, presentations and forums in 2017.

CONFERENCES, 
PRESENTATIONS 
AND FORUMS
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SUPPORTER & 
PARTNERSHIPS 

The National Institute of Circus of the Arts is supported by the Australian Government.

NICA would like to thank the Saunders Family Fund and the Green Family Trust 

for their generous support

FINANCIAL 
REPORT

Department of Communications and the Arts
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